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Abstract. In the present era, teachers must go beyond traditional lecture-based teaching methods to create 
engaging learning experiences and motivate students to actively participate in the educational process. 
Through classroom observations, it was identified that third-grade students at SDK Lemuel 1 school often 
experienced feelings of boredom and lacked enthusiasm during the learning sessions, consequently hindered 
their progress in mastering vocabulary. This study employed a qualitative descriptive approach to examine 
the effectiveness of incorporating learning media as a means of support for elementary students, as well as 
to comprehend the challenges faced by teachers when using video as a learning media in the classroom. The 
results of this study demonstrate a remarkable improvement in the average scores of students' pre-test and 
post-test assessments, indicating an approximate increase of 20,63 points. Thus, it can be inferred that 
integrating the Little Fox Chinese video as a supplementary learning media for third-grade students at SDK 
Lemuel 1 school not only enhances their enthusiasm and active participation in the learning process, but 
also leads to improved learning outcomes and enhances their proficiency in mastering Mandarin vocabulary. 

1 Introduction  
At present, Mandarin is a language that is highly sought 
after by many people in Indonesia, even becoming a 
booming language in several Asian, European, and 
American countries [1]. According to [2] Mandarin 
language is now included in the education curriculum in 
various levels of education, starting from elementary 
schools in Indonesia. [3] states that Mandarin language 
learning involves several important aspects such as 
pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, and Mandarin 
characters, where improvement in all language skills will 
be better supported by good vocabulary and grammar 
mastery. According to [4], vocabulary plays an important 
role in forming the system of a language, hence 
vocabulary learning is a crucial element in Mandarin 
language learning. This is supported by research 
conducted by several experts stating that the more 
vocabulary mastered by students, the higher their 
proficiency in the Mandarin language [5]. In conclusion, 
the more students master vocabulary, the more skilled 
they are in speaking, and it makes it easier for them to 
communicate orally or in writing [6], [7]. 

In this era of rapidly advancing digital technology, 
teachers cannot rely solely on lecture-based teaching 
methods. Instead, they are expected to start learning and 
utilizing technology as a learning media during online 
learning sessions to create enjoyable learning experiences 
and motivate students to participate in the learning 
process. However, it is important to note that while using 
learning media can make the teaching process easier for 
teachers, it is also crucial to consider the use of learning 
media based on learning objectives, teaching materials, 
student conditions, and learning conditions [8]. 
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According to [9], the definition of media is a 
component of learning resources or physical tools that 
contain instructional material in the student's environment 
that can stimulate students to learn. Meanwhile, the 
definition of learning media is a tool for the learning 
process both inside and outside the classroom and can be 
used in the context of communication and interaction 
between teachers and students in the learning process. 
According to [10], multimedia learning is the utilization 
of computer technology in the form of integration of 
sound, image, text, symbols, and various other media 
combinations, which is a method and way to organize the 
learning process, convey language knowledge, and 
conduct language skills training in the form of a dialogue. 

According to [11], instructional media is classified 
into three types, namely:  
(1)  Auditory media, which includes media that have 

sound elements and can only be heard, such as radio, 
tape recorder, cassette, and sound recording.  

(2)  Visual media, which includes media that have visual 
elements and can only be seen, such as film slides, 
photos, paintings, and images.  

(3)  Video media, which includes media that have sound 
and visual elements, such as video recordings, films, 
and sound slides.  

According to Sudjana & Rivai (1992) in [9], the 
benefits of instructional media in the students' learning 
process are making learning more interesting and 
capturing students' attention, which can foster learning 
motivation. Learning materials will be clearer, making 
them easier for students to understand and master, and 
enabling them to achieve learning objectives. Teaching 
methods become more varied, not only relying on lecture 
methods. Students can engage in more learning activities 
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because they are not only listening to the teacher's 
explanations, but also doing other learning activities such 
as observing, performing, demonstrating, and role-
playing. 

Video is an audio-visual media that has been widely 
circulated in society and is popular among elementary 
school children, ranging from entertainment videos, 
educational videos, information, music, and historical 
stories that can be easily watched [12].  

Video is one of the modern learning media that can be 
utilized in online learning and have become one of the 
most frequently used media choices in learning activities 
because they are usually not too long and do not take up 
too much of the teaching time [13] . Currently, there are 
many short-duration audio-visual videos with different 
themes that are easily accessible on platforms like 
YouTube, which can be used as learning media to support 
Mandarin language learning [14]. Animation or video is 
one of the most preferred audio-visual media for children 
to learn Mandarin. With interactive animations and 
attractive cartoon characters, combined with Hanyu 
Pinyin as subtitles and clear conversations, students find 
it easier to understand and master vocabulary and simple 
sentences. According to [15], the elements of video are 
suitable for use as learning media, such as efficient use of 
class time, active learning opportunities for students, 
videos can help explain material clearly, everyone has a 
different learning style, so with videos, all these aspects 
are fulfilled, and it can reduce the burden on teachers to 
use lecture models in the teaching and learning process.  

From the initial interview results, it was found that the 
Mandarin language teacher for grade 3 at SDK Lemuel 1 
school initially only applied the lecture method in 
Mandarin language learning. From the observations, it 
was found that this method was not effective because 
students easily felt bored and less enthusiastic in the 
learning process, which hindered the improvement of 
their vocabulary mastery. Therefore, the teacher began 
using video media such as short animated films and 
children's songs as learning aids. The result was that 
students became more enthusiastic in following the 
learning process and helped improve their vocabulary 
mastery. In several previous studies, it was found that the 
use of video can improve Mandarin vocabulary mastery 
and make the learning process more interesting, thus 
increasing students' enthusiasm in learning [16], [17], [18]. 

According to [19] research, students are enthusiastic 
about learning with the Little Fox Chinese video because 
of its non-boring animations and its usefulness in learning 
Mandarin vocabulary. The video content in this channel 
consists of educational songs and animated stories that are 
fun for children in Mandarin. The aim of this channel is 
to enable learners to quickly improve their Mandarin 
vocabulary and fluency in a natural and authentic way. 
Little Fox Chinese video media has interesting and clear 
materials, and students are very active in learning because 
Little Fox Chinese videos are different from other media, 
as well as being engaging and enjoyable [14]. The Little 
Fox Chinese video used in this study is an audio-visual 
video from the Little Fox Chinese - Stories & Songs for 
Learners YouTube channel, which is the official channel 

of Little Fox in Mandarin from Korea. Figure 1 shows the 
front page of the channel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 1.   Little Fox Chinese YouTube page 

The titles of the Little Fox Chinese videos used as 
learning media for Mandarin language class in this study 
are "Float or Sink" ( , fú hé chén) and "Dressing 

Up" ( . These videos were selected as 
complementary materials to support the Mandarin 
language learning materials in the classroom. Video-
based learning media is very helpful in facilitating the 
teaching and learning process, making it easier for both 
students and teachers to deliver learning materials [20].  

This research aims to determine the utilization of the 
Little Fox Chinese video media in increase the enthusiasm 
and improving Mandarin vocabulary mastery of the 3rd-
grade students at SDK Lemuel 1, as well as understanding 
the obstacles during the implementation of video media in 
the learning process and its solutions. It is hoped that the 
Little Fox Chinese video media can help teachers create a 
more interesting learning process, increase student 
enthusiasm, and improve vocabulary mastery. 

2 Research Method 
The research method used by the author is qualitative 
descriptive. According to [21], qualitative descriptive data 
collection is in the form of words or images, so it does not 
use numbers. The data collection technique is a 
combination of triangulation, and the results of qualitative 
research focus more on meaning rather than 
generalization, using participant observation, in-depth 
interviews, and documentation as sources of data. 

The object of the research is the 16 students of third-
grade students at SDK Lemuel 1 school. The sampling 
technique used in this research is purposive sampling. The 
reason for selecting the third-grade students of SDK 
Lemuel 1 is based on the recommendation of the mandarin 
teacher, who suggested that third-grade students are at a 
stage where they should acquire a significant amount of 
vocabulary. Choosing students from fourth to sixth grades 
students was not advised by the teacher because those 
grades are focused on preparing for school exams and 
national exams. Another reason is that third-grade 
students have a limited mastery of Mandarin vocabulary, 
thus requiring learning media to enhance their vocabulary 
acquisition. 

The instruments used in this study is the Little Fox 
Chinese video used in this study is an audio-visual video 
from the Little Fox Chinese - Stories & Songs for 
Learners YouTube channel, which is the official channel 
of Little Fox in Mandarin from Korea.  
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Fig. 2. Float or Sink Video 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 3. Dressing Up Video 

The titles of the videos are " " (fú hé chén), 

shown in Figure 2, and " " (d

3. The video " " (fú hé chén) covers the topic of 
objects floating and sinking experiments, while the video 
"
clothing. The focus vocabulary of the videos "Float or 
Sink" and "Dressing Up" are nouns and verbs. Students 
are expected to master approximately 10 to 12 vocabulary 
words related to these topics.  The pre-test and post-test were conducted to determine 
the impact of using the Little Fox Chinese video on 
vocabulary mastery [22]. The pre-test and post-test 
consisted of 20 multiple-choice questions, with the 
answer options provided in Pinyin. The format of the 
questions aligned with the test format used by the 
Mandarin teacher to review previous lessons. In creating 
the test questions, the author utilized material from the 
Little Fox Chinese videos with the titles " " (fú hé 

chén) and " . The observation of 4 session of classroom activities is 
held on March 30, March 6, April 13, and April 20th, 
2022. Before implementing video-based learning, the 
researcher and the Mandarin teacher of SDK Lemuel 1 
class 3 planned the learning activities by creating a Lesson 
Implementation Plan (RPP), which was adjusted based on 
the class schedule, school syllabus, and the necessary 
learning material. 

The data collection in this study used the following 
instruments:  
(1) Pre-test and post-test, where the purpose of the pre-

test is to determine the initial score before 
implementing video media learning and the post-test 
to determine the final score after implementing video 
media learning. The comparison of these two tests is 

used to determine the effect of utilizing video media 
learning.  

(2) Interviews, with the aim of identifying the obstacles 
faced by the teacher in the process of teaching with 
video media, as well as the solutions taken to 
overcome these obstacles.  

(3) Observation, the author observed the teaching process 
in the classroom to determine the teaching conditions 
of the teacher and the learning of students with video 
media. 
The data collection techniques used in this study are 

as follows: 
1. Preparation of research instruments. 
2. Before implementing the teaching with the video, the 

researcher managed a pre-test to assess the Chinese 
vocabulary proficiency of the third-grade students at 
SDK Lemuel 1. 

3. The implementation of teaching with video media in 
the Mandarin class was conducted for a total of four 
sessions. During the teaching implementation with 
video media in the Mandarin class, video " " (fú 
hé chén) was used for the first and second sessions, 
while video "
fourth sessions. 4. After the completion of the four sessions, the 
researcher managed a post-test to assess the learning 
outcomes following the implementation of video 
teaching in the Mandarin class. 

5. The researcher also managed an interview with the 
Mandarin teacher and several students of the third-
grade class to identify the difficulties faced and 
potential solutions in utilizing videos for teaching and 
learning purposes. 

3 Result And Discussion 

3. 1 Utilization of Little Fox Chinese videos in 
enhanced students' Mandarin Vocabulary 
mastery 

The research was conducted at Lemuel 1 Christian 
School. The respondents in this study were third-grade 
students. The objective of this research was to determine 
the use of the Little Fox Chinese video media in 
improving the vocabulary mastery of third-grade students 
in Lemuel 1 Elementary School and to identify any 
difficulties and find solutions while using the Little Fox 
Chinese video media for Mandarin language learning by 
third-grade students in Lemuel 1 Elementary School. 

Table 1. Result of Students' Pre-test and Post-test Scores 

No Student 
Code 

Pre-test Post-test Score 
Improvement 

1 A 60 80 20 
2 B 75 90 15 
3 C 60 90 30 
4 D 50 65 15 
5 E 40 80 40 
6 F 60 75 15 
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7 G 55 70 15 
8 H 55 75 20 
9 I 85 100 15 

10 J 65 85 20 
11 K 65 95 30 
12 L 60 80 20 
13 M 60 85 25 
14 N 80 90 10 
15 O 65 80 15 
16 P 60 85 25 

 Averag
e Score 62, 19 82,81 20,63 

 
Table 1 shows that the average pre-test score was 

62.19, and the post-test score was 82.81. This indicates a 
significant improvement score was 20.63. In the pre-test, 
respondent I obtained the highest score of 85, while 
respondent E received the lowest score of 40. In the post-
test, respondent I achieved the highest score of 100, while 
respondent D obtained the lowest score of 65. Among all 
the respondents, the average score increase is 15. 
However, it is noteworthy that some respondents 
experienced a score improvement of only 10, while others 
had a substantial increase of up to 40.  

 

 
Fig 4. Graph of the Pre-test dan Post-test Scores 

Figure 4 shows the comparison of average scores 
between the pre-test and post-test, indicating a significant 
score improvement ranging from 10 to 40 points. It can be 
concluded that learning Mandarin vocabulary using the 
Little Fox Chinese video media can help in Mandarin 
vocabulary learning and improve learning outcomes. In 
the study by [23], it was also found that there was an 
increase in learning outcomes of students after learning 
using video media. 

3. 2 Obstacles and Solutions in the 
Implementation of Video Media 

Based on the interview results with the Mandarin teacher 
and students of SDK Lemuel 1 grade 3, the difficulties 
and solutions that students and teacher faced during using 
the Little Fox Chinese video in leaning and mastering 
Chinese vocabulary are:  
(1) Although the Little Fox Chinese video is equipped 

with Hanyu Pinyin and easily understandable 
animations, it turns out that some students still faced 
difficulties in understanding the meanings of 
vocabulary presented in the video. This is because the 
video is not provided with translations in Indonesian 
or English. The role of the teacher in interpreting the 
vocabulary in the video is still necessary for students 

to comprehend the meanings of the vocabulary 
conveyed in the Little Fox Chinese video.  
Furthermore, through observations and interviews, it 
was noted that during offline learning, students seated 
at the back of the classroom struggled to read the 
Hanzi and Pinyin subtitles in the Little Fox Chinese 
videos due to the small font size. To address this issue, 
the teacher implemented a solution by providing 
additional explanations for each vocabulary word in a 
Power Point presentation (PPT). The teacher 
reintroduced and clarified the meanings of the 
vocabulary to ensure effective understanding and 
mastery among the students. 

(2) Another challenge encountered during online learning 
is the students' struggle with bad internet connectivity 
making them hard to focus during online learning, and 
in the end, it reduces their learning motivation [24]. 
Based on interviews conducted with third-grade 
students at Lemuel 1 Elementary School, it was found 
that several students face challenges related to internet 
connectivity during online learning sessions. Unstable 
internet access becomes an obstacle, causing 
disruptions in video playback and hindering smooth 
learning experiences. This can result in a decrease in 
students' enthusiasm and engagement in the learning 
process. However, this issue does not happen during 
offline classes. In offline class, teachers can download 
the videos in advance to play them in the classroom, 
thus preventing any disruptions caused by a lack of 
internet connectivity. The use of digital learning 
media is more beneficial when offline class, where 
internet connectivity may be limited or unstable. In 
offline environments, teachers can download and 
utilize digital learning materials, such as videos or 
interactive presentations, without relying on internet 
access. This ensures that learning can proceed 
smoothly without interruptions caused by internet 
connectivity issues. 

(3) Another obstacle is that the teacher has difficulty 
finding Little Fox Chinese videos that match the 
school's material. This can be overcome by searching 
for videos with similar topics as a medium to increase 
student motivation and enthusiasm in learning so that 
they do not feel bored.The video material does not 
present the entire material and textbook, but it is used 
as a supplementary material to introduce new material, 
clarify understanding of vocabulary and other related 
material to the chapter [25], so that students not only 
learn the school material but also can learn other 
Mandarin vocabulary contained in the video. 

4 Conclusion 
The study concludes that the utilization of Little Fox 
Chinese videos as a learning media results in increased 
student enthusiasm and active participation. This is shown 
in their responses during class, where they demonstrate 
initiative in reading and actively answering questions. 
This learning approach not only accelerates students' 
mastery of Mandarin vocabulary but is also supported by 
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the significant improvement of 20.63 points in the average 
scores between the pre-test and post-test scores. 

Based on the research findings, it is showed that 
audio-visual videos like Little Fox Chinese video can 
contribute to enhanced some students’ vocabulary 
mastery. However, it is important for teachers to 
complement the learning process by reinforcing and 
explaining the meanings of the vocabulary. This 
additional guidance from the teacher ensures effective 
comprehension and mastery for all the students. 

Addressing the difficulty in finding suitable Little Fox 
Chinese video themes that align with the school 
curriculum can be overcome by searching for videos that 
cover similar topics and cater to the students' proficiency 
level. This enables students not only to learn the 
prescribed material but also to explore additional 
Mandarin vocabulary featured in the videos. 

In summary, this research concludes that the use of 
Little Fox Chinese videos as a learning media not only 
improves the mastery of Mandarin vocabulary for third-
grade students at SDK Lemuel 1 but also introduces them 
to a broader range of Mandarin vocabulary beyond the 
confines of textbooks. Moreover, it enhances their 
enthusiasm and activity in learning Mandarin. 

Further research can be conducted to investigate the 
impact of incorporating Little Fox Chinese videos on 
enhanced speaking and listening skills in Mandarin 
language learning. This research can contribute to the 
improvement of language teaching methodologies and 
inform the design of effective instructional strategies for 
developing language skills.  
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