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Abstract. The cultural environment of rural Java is characterized by the
presence of the Pambiwara tradition, which holds significant importance in
Javanese wedding oratory. This tradition is notable for its deep influence
on community empowerment and its intricate relationship with the
agriculture sector. The objective of this study is to investigate the
substantial impact of wedding oratory on the strengthening of cultural
identity and social cohesion in rural communities. Additionally, it
recognizes the secondary influence of wedding oratory on local
agribusiness by promoting cultural tourism. This study aims to shed light
on the diverse contributions of wedding oratory by utilizing a qualitative
methodology that combines in-depth interviews with experienced
Pambiwara practitioners at Sanggar Permadani and participant
observations. The research findings indicate that Pambiwara, in addition to
its ceremonial importance, has an indirect positive impact on rural
economies by enhancing the appeal of these areas to tourists. The
augmentation of local tourism yields a nuanced yet significant stimulus to
agribusiness through the generation of heightened demand for indigenous
goods and gastronomic encounters.

1 Introduction

The traditional Javanese wedding orator, referred to as 'Pambiwara', plays a crucial role in
strengthening rural communities by combining local knowledge and sustainable tourism.
This research explores the capacity of Pambiwara, a ceremonial position deeply rooted in
the diverse cultural heritage of Javanese society, to empower rural communities. The
argument posits that these conventional orators have a purpose beyond attending wedding
ceremonies; they act as guardians of indigenous folklore, language, and traditions, thereby
playing a vital part in preserving intangible cultural heritage. This study provides a
comprehensive analysis of how the adept expression and ceremonial guidance of
Pambiwara might be utilized to augment rural tourism endeavors, so presenting an
authentic and immersive encounter for tourists interested in delving into the intricacies of
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indigenous customs. The practice of Pambiwara facilitates a mutually beneficial
association among agribusiness, rural development, and cultural preservation. This practice
not only supports the continuity of local traditions but also establishes a foundation for
novel tourism models that have the potential to make substantial contributions to the
socioeconomic advancement of rural regions. Pambiwara, a proficient artisan in Javanese
traditional event management, plays a crucial role in strengthening rural communities for
tourism by leveraging local knowledge and expertise. The language usage employed by
Pambiwara in Javanese traditional weddings exhibits a distinctive dynamic that exerts an
influence on the underlying meanings that are communicated [1]. Pambiwara's primary
responsibility is to coordinate and manage events, demonstrating their expertise in Javanese
language and literature among the community [2]. The implementation of initiatives aimed
at socializing and training Pambiwara individuals in rural areas has resulted in a notable
surge in people’s enthusiasm for acquiring knowledge about the Javanese language and
traditions. This trend suggests a growing inclination among locals to actively participate in
cultural practices [3].

Utilizing indigenous knowledge is essential in the realm of community empowerment
for tourism. The development of sustainable community-based tourism necessitates the
active involvement of local citizens in the processes of planning, managing, and making
decisions [4]. Initiatives such as creative tourism based on local wisdom in Dayu Village
have effectively enhanced tourism offers and engaged human resources by harnessing the
potential of villages and stressing local wisdom [5]. The alignment between the growth of
tourism in Majene Regency and the preservation of cultural and local wisdom underscores
the significance of government measures in this context [6].

Numerous places have witnessed endeavors aimed at incorporating indigenous
knowledge into the process of tourism development. The significance of preserving
traditional values in community-based tourism efforts is exemplified by the integration of
local values in cultural tourism in Sasak Ende Village, Lombok Tengah [7]. Moreover, the
application of information technology in e-tourism, namely in Buyan Lake, Bali, showcases
the effective use of technology to enhance tourism while safeguarding local cultural assets
[8]. The aforementioned approach not only enhances the tourism encounter by providing
distinctive cultural perspectives, but also makes a substantial contribution to the economic
and social empowerment of indigenous communities. The enhancement of tourism growth
in areas can be achieved by converting local expertise into captivating tourist attractions, as
supported by a multitude of studies [9-14].

A research investigation centered on the facilitation of communication within Javanese
households’ sheds light on the intergenerational changes in values and preferences
pertaining to matrimonial rituals (MDPI). The findings indicate that older cohorts tend to
place greater emphasis on extravagant and expansive wedding ceremonies, whilst younger
cohorts tend to gravitate towards more private and significant festivities that align with their
own ideals and prevailing societal patterns. This disparity highlights both the changing
nature of cultural practices and the significance of communication and adjustment in
safeguarding these traditions in the contemporary setting.

Moreover, a study carried out in the Gondangrejo region of Karanganyar Regency
provides insights into the indigenous knowledge related to Javanese wedding customs,
specifically the 'Siraman' and ritualistic offerings (RSIS International). Notwithstanding the
difficulties presented by the Covid-19 epidemic, which limited conventional gatherings and
festivities, the community's dedication to preserving these traditions underscores the
profound significance attributed to cultural legacy. This study highlights the importance of
offerings and slametan, which refers to communal eating, in facilitating the successful
execution of wedding ceremonies. These rituals are thought to have the effect of appeasing
spirits and promoting the overall welfare of the community.
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These observations highlight the complex interplay between conventional customs,
communal principles, and the obstacles posed by the process of modernization. The authors
offer a comprehensive analysis of the ways in which cultural heritage, specifically in the
context of Javanese wedding customs, might be utilized to promote rural empowerment and
foster the growth of local tourism. This correlation with wider socioeconomic objectives,
such as the advancement of agriculture, implies a mutually beneficial association in which
the preservation of culture contributes to economic resilience and vice versa. The traditional
practices' ability to withstand and adjust to challenges not only enhances the social
cohesion of rural communities but also provides distinct opportunities to participate in the
wider story of sustainable rural development and agribusiness amidst globalization and
transformation.

2 Research method

The research technique employed in this study was carefully crafted to comprehensively
examine the influence of the Pambiwara tradition on rural communities, with particular
emphasis on the cultural practice of wedding oratory. The study followed a qualitative
research framework, which involved thoroughly examining practices, perceptions, and
experiences associated with Pambiwara in order to understand the richness and depth of
cultural phenomena.

The study sample consisted of Pambiwara practitioners, specifically individuals
affiliated with Sanggar Permadani, a well-known organization specializing in Javanese
wedding oratory in rural Java. The selection of key informants for this study was based on
their expertise, experience, and responsibilities within the community as Pambiwara
practitioners, using purposive sampling, a technique commonly used in qualitative research
to obtain detailed and comprehensive views. This approach facilitated the incorporation of
those who possessed the ability to offer detailed viewpoints on the custom and its
ramifications for community empowerment and local agribusiness.

Information was gathered using a blend of comprehensive interviews and participant
observation. In order to get insights into the personal experiences, perspectives, and indirect
impacts of the Pambiwara tradition on the agriculture sector through tourism, interviews
were performed with a specific group of Pambiwara practitioners. The interviews were
conducted in a semi-structured manner, which provided the opportunity to go into themes
in depth while still staying focused on the research objectives. Participant observation
served as a valuable addition to this methodology, as it allowed the researchers to fully
immerse themselves in the authentic practices and circumstances of Pambiwara. This
approach provided a firsthand perspective on the execution of the custom and the level of
engagement exhibited by the community.

The analysis in this study primarily emphasized theme exploration rather than
quantitative measurements, due to its qualitative nature. Thematic analysis was employed to
rigorously code and analyze the data obtained from interviews and observations. This
method involves the identification, analysis, and reporting of patterns, sometimes referred
to as themes, within the data. Ethical considerations were of utmost importance throughout
the investigation, as all participants were required to provide informed consent, and
confidentiality was upheld in accordance with ethical norms for qualitative research.

3 Results and discussion

The data gathered reveals a captivating account of the Pambiwara courses provided at
Sanggar Permadani in Sukoharjo, as recounted by Joko, a prominent person in the local
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Pambiwara community and a school administrator. This section of the article provides a
detailed analysis of the relationship between cultural preservation and economic
empowerment, specifically via the context of Pambiwara training. It also examines the
potential synergies between this junction and rural development and agriculture.

The courses offered by Pambiwara serve as an exemplary of creative industries in rural
environments, showcasing a successful model that operates independently of conventional
manufacturing infrastructure. The economic viability of the traditional practice of becoming
a Pambiwara is underscored by the profitability it offers, with earnings ranging from one to
over three million rupiah every event, including additional charges for out-of-town services.
"The affordability of the training, with a monthly tuition fee of only 50,000 rupiah, is
striking when compared to the expenses of similar courses offered by other institutions.
This makes it a viable and attainable pathway for individuals seeking cultural and
professional growth," said Joko during a direct interview. The aforementioned financial
approach serves the twin purpose of safeguarding the long-term viability of the Pambiwara
tradition and fostering economic empowerment for both people and communities.
Significantly, the prioritization of cultural preservation over financial gain in Sanggar
Permadani, along with its grassroots promotion strategy, underscores the importance of
community involvement in the perpetuation and dissemination of traditional skills.

The utilization of contemporary platforms such as TikTok for promotional purposes, in
conjunction with conventional word-of-mouth within and beyond the village, exemplifies a
prosperous approach of integrating tradition with modern marketing tactics. This technique
not only guarantees the preservation of Pambiwara art but also creates opportunities for
cultural tourism, thereby encouraging a wider range of individuals to participate in Javanese
wedding customs. The Pambiwara courses play a crucial role in promoting rural
empowerment by linking these discoveries to the field of agribusiness and rural
development.

The acquisition of skills and cultural practices at Sanggar Permadani serves to augment
the tourism allure of rural regions, hence fostering a greater inclination among visitors to
delve further into the essence of Javanese culture. The surge in tourist activity can be
utilized to enhance the growth of local agribusinesses, as the rise in visitor numbers
stimulates the need for local agricultural products, traditional handicrafts, and gastronomic
encounters. Consequently, this fosters a holistic environment that capitalizes on the
conservation and advancement of cultural heritage. Moreover, the endorsement from the
Regent's order highlights the significance of institutional support in aligning cultural
projects with wider development objectives, as evidenced by the support from local
government.

The integration of cultural preservation, economic development, and governmental
backing exemplifies a comprehensive strategy for rural development, wherein indigenous
arts like as Pambiwara assume a pivotal position in cultivating sustainable communities.
This section delves deeper into the implications of the findings from Sanggar Permadani's
Pambiwara courses for rural development, with a specific focus on the agricultural sector.
The dynamic relationship between the preservation of culture and the promotion of
economic innovation presents a framework for rural communities to effectively utilize their
cultural resources in order to facilitate sustainable development.

3.1 Economic Resilience through Cultural Entrepreneurship

The cultural entrepreneurship exemplified by the Pambiwara tradition, as taught and
practiced in Sanggar Permadani, serves as a significant contributor to the economic stability
of rural communities. The ability of cultural talents to create revenue and develop local
economies is underscored by the financial success of Pambiwara practitioners, which can
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be attributed to an accessible educational program [1]. This economic endeavor not only
enhances the well-being of individual practitioners but also facilitates the circulation of
wealth within the community, providing support to local vendors, artists, and agribusiness
[2]. By allocating their earnings to the local economy, these practitioners enhance the
financial viability of rural communities, hence decreasing reliance on external economic
factors [7].

3.2 Agribusiness and Tourism Synergies

Pambiwara's advertising and the external appeal it attracts present a distinctive chance for
rural regions to establish agri-tourism frameworks. Tourists are inclined to engage in the
exploration of local agricultural products, patronize local cafes, and acquire locally crafted
souvenirs due to their attraction towards traditional festivities [5]. The heightened
prominence and market demand can serve as a catalyst for the production of region-specific
crops, the promotion of organic and sustainable agricultural methods, and the stimulation of
creativity in local culinary offerings [6]. Therefore, the Pambiwara courses serve the dual
purpose of safeguarding cultural heritage and facilitating the expansion of agribusiness, so
generating a market for products that may otherwise remain overlooked [12].

3.3 Strengthening Community Bonds

The Pambiwara training's community nature and its significance in weddings, a crucial
social occasion in Javanese tradition, strengthening social unity within rural communities.
The enhancement of community cohesion plays a pivotal role in facilitating joint efforts, a
prerequisite for the advancement of community-driven tourism and agriculture initiatives
[11]. The acquisition of social capital through these conventional activities facilitates
enhanced collaboration among communities in various development initiatives, so
establishing a basis for cooperative endeavors in the fields of agriculture and tourism [14].

3.4 Policy Implications and Future Directions

The results obtained from the study conducted in Sanggar Permadani underscore the
necessity of implementing focused policy interventions that acknowledge and endorse the
significance of cultural traditions in the context of rural development. The amplification of
initiatives such as the Pambiwara courses can be achieved by the implementation of
policies that ease access to markets for rural products, offer training and resources for
cultural entrepreneurs, and encourage rural tourism. Moreover, integrating historical
knowledge and customs into the wider educational syllabus can guarantee the perpetuation
of these traditions and their corresponding advantages [15-19].

The successful incorporation of cultural assets into rural development initiatives
necessitates the adoption of a multi-stakeholder approach. The establishment of a
collaborative  framework involving cultural practitioners, local governments,
agribusinesses, and the tourism sector has the potential to foster a unified approach that
effectively utilizes traditional methods to promote economic growth, safeguard cultural
heritage, and enhance social unity. The Pambiwara courses implemented by Sanggar
Permadani exemplify a noteworthy paradigm for rural communities to effectively address
the complexities associated with modernity, all the while preserving their cultural heritage
and actively contributing to the sustainable advancement of their respective areas.
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4 Conclusion and recommendation

The examination of the Pambiwara tradition and its significance in enhancing the agency of
rural communities, namely in the realm of Javanese wedding rituals, unveils a multifaceted
interaction among the preservation of culture, economic progress, and community
empowerment. The conventional function of Pambiwara, encompassing ceremonial oratory
and the preservation of indigenous knowledge, is to enhance the cultural tapestry of
Javanese society while concurrently presenting a distinctive opportunity for rural economic
advancement by fostering cultural tourism and the creative sector.The adaptable quality of
cultural traditions in the face of generational shifts and modern difficulties is exemplified
by studies that examine communication adaptation within families and the value of
traditional ceremonies in Gondangrejo, Karanganyar Regency.

These findings highlight the ability of local wisdom to remain relevant and attractive,
even as societies change and encounter new difficulties. Furthermore, the effective
Pambiwara training model implemented at Sanggar Permadani, which prioritizes
inclusivity, community involvement, and the integration of traditional practices with
contemporary marketing tactics, demonstrates the capacity of traditional arts to foster rural
progress. The symbiotic relationship between the preservation of culture and the promotion
of economic innovation presents a model for rural communities aiming to effectively
address the complexities of modernization while simultaneously preserving their cultural
heritage.
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