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Abstract. The purpose of the article is to analyze Romania's National
Strategy for Sustainable Development 2030, with a focus on integrating the
educational dimension in the context of the objectives of the ONU 2030
Agenda. Methodologically, the research is based on the analysis of strategic
documents, implementation reports and the review of the main public
policies in the field of education and sustainable development. The results
highlight moderate progress, estimated at around 60—65% in achieving
educational targets by 2024, but also significant gaps in reducing inequalities
between urban and rural areas, as well as in integrating sustainability skills
into the school curriculum. Recommendations are made on strengthening
inter-institutional cooperation, increasing funding for green education and
implementing more effective monitoring mechanisms. The original
contribution of the paper consists in defining and arguing a new conceptual
framework — the 5 Ps of Sustainable Development (People, Planet, Peace,
Partnership, Prosperity) — which offers an integrative perspective on the
implementation of the 2030 Strategy in Romania.

1 Introduction

Sustainability is rooted in the understanding that human activity relies heavily on the
environment and a variety of resources — including human, financial, material, and
informational. The overall quality of life is closely linked to a society’s health system, social
protection, and economic stability.

The concept of sustainable development considers and refers to the totality of forms and
methods of socio-economic development that focus primarily on ensuring a balance between
social, economic and ecological aspects and elements of natural capital [1-3].

The figure 1 shows these components and pillars specific to the concept of sustainable
development, as well as the characteristics of each [4,5]:
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> Planet
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» Peace
» Partnership
»  Prosperity

Based on this representation and components (pillars) we define and launch the concept
of the 5 P's of sustainable development: People; Planet; Peace; Partnership; Prosperity.

PEOPLE ﬁ

Ending poverty and hunger and
ensuring dignity and equality

Sustainable
development

Figure 1. The scheme of the 5 P concept of sustainable development (People; Planet; Peace;
Partnership; Prosperity)

The concept of sustainable development has its origins in the 1970s, with the first
international concerns about the impact of human activity on the environment and the
formulation of the definition enshrined in the Brundtland Report (1987). Since then,
sustainability has become a central principle of global and European development policies.
In this context, Romania has assumed ambitious goals through the National Strategy for
Sustainable Development 2030, aligned with the UN 2030 Agenda. However, its
implementation highlights a number of challenges — from poor inter-institutional
coordination and a lack of clear performance indicators, to major gaps between development
regions and sectoral areas such as education.

This paper aims to analyze these gaps and provide a conceptual framework of sustainable
development from the perspective of the "5 Ps" (People, Planet, Peace, Partnership,
Prosperity) model, as a tool for evaluating and integrating national strategic objectives.

Lester R. Brown draws attention, in his work "Plan B 2.0", to the conflict between
industrial civilization and the environment and mentions correlated aspects such as [6,7]:

e  Ongoing depletion of key natural resources such as energy, raw materials, and food

supplies.

e Renewable resources are being consumed at a rate that surpasses their natural

capacity for regeneration.

e Physical degradation and increasing pollution of essential environmental

components — water, air, and soil.
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In this context, Brown points out the importance of waste recycling.

The World Commission on Environment and Development (WCED) in the report "Our
Common Future", also known as the Brundtland Report, gave the following definition for
the concept of sustainable development: "sustainable development is development that seeks
to meet the needs of the present, without compromising the possibility of future generations
to meet their own needs"[1].

The Brundtland Report acknowledged that while economic growth could not be halted, it
was essential to rethink development strategies in order to align them with the planet’s
ecological boundaries and resource limitations. Toward the end of the report, the commission
emphasized the importance of convening a global conference dedicated to sustainable
development.

Initially, the concept of sustainable development emerged in response to environmental
concerns and the growing crisis of natural resources, particularly energy, which had become
critical some 30 years prior. Although the term itself is relatively recent, it gained global
recognition in the summer of 1992 during the United Nations Conference on Environment
and Development, held in Rio de Janeiro.

At its core, sustainable development seeks to provide a stable and coherent framework
for decision-making wherever human activities intersect with the natural environment.

In this human-environment relationship, several types of environment are considered,
namely [8,9]:

» environment
» economic environment or
» social environment.

While sustainable development initially emerged as a response to the ecological crisis
caused by intense industrial resource exploitation and ongoing environmental degradation —
with its primary goal being the preservation of environmental quality — the concept has since
evolved. Today, it encompasses a broader understanding of quality of life, integrating not
only environmental, but also economic and social dimensions.

Furthermore, sustainable development now reflects a strong commitment to fairness and
equity, not just between generations, but also among nations. Every individual, whether
aware of it or not, has the potential to contribute to achieving sustainable development.

From a methodological point of view, the work is based on the analysis of strategic
documents and implementation reports published by national and European institutions, as
well as on the review of relevant public policies in the fields of education, environment and
economic development. The approach is mainly qualitative, aiming at interpreting the
institutional and conceptual framework of the National Strategy for Sustainable Development
2030. The structure of the paper follows a logical sequence: the first section provides a
theoretical introduction to the concept of sustainable development; the second analyzes the
European context and Romania's perspective; the third section presents the main objectives
of the National Strategy for Sustainable Development 2030; the fourth section focuses on
Goal 4 — "Quality Education", and the last part synthesizes the conclusions and proposes the
conceptual framework of the "5 Ps" of sustainable development as an integrative tool for
analysis.

2 The European context of sustainable development and
Romania's perspective in this field

We are currently living in a time shaped by globalization, growing inequalities, and
escalating environmental issues. Within this complex context, sustainable development
emerges as the necessary path forward.
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The national strategy we present and examine responds directly to these challenges,
advocating for a transition toward sustainability in line with the principles and vision of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development — as part of a strong and revitalized European
Union.

While over the past decade Romania’s objectives were aligned primarily with global
economic trends and EU policies, the current moment calls for both Romania and the
European Union to redefine their medium- and long-term priorities to meet the commitments
outlined in the 2030 Agenda, adopted at the United Nations Summit in September 2015. This
approach offers a reliable path toward securing a better future for generations to come.

This strategy for Romania’s sustainable development—and its alignment with the 2030
Agenda and European Union commitments—centers on the citizen and the needs of future
generations.

It is built on the understanding that sustainable development provides a mindset which,
once embraced by individuals, can help shape a fairer society based on balance and solidarity,
capable of facing global, regional, and national challenges, including demographic decline.

The mutual relationship between state support for citizens and citizens’ respect for
institutions, fellow citizens, moral values, and cultural and ethnic diversity is essential for
building a sustainable society.

Economically, the focus must be on ensuring long-term growth that benefits all
Romanians. While economic success is often reduced to figures that overlook human
potential, transforming the economy into a sustainable and competitive one demands a fresh
approach—one driven by innovation, optimism, and the resilience of citizens. This mindset
will foster an entrepreneurial culture where individuals can thrive both materially and in their
personal ambitions.

Sustainability governance in Romania

Sustainability governance refers to the way in which public authorities, institutions and
relevant actors coordinate, implement and monitor sustainable development policies,
respecting principles such as transparency, efficiency, accountability and citizen
participation.

Table 2. Strengths and weaknesses regarding sustainability governance in Romania

Strengths of sustainability governance
in Romania

Weaknesses of sustainability governance
in Romania

Alignment with European and international

Insufficient interinstitutional coordination

standards
There is a
framework
Monitoring and reporting initiatives

dedicated institutional | Deficiencies in monitoring and evaluation

Limited financial and human resources

Understanding the strengths and weaknesses of sustainability governance provides an
essential framework for analysing national sustainable development goals. The strengths of
the institutional framework and the alignment with European standards create the premises
for the effective implementation of the National Strategy for Sustainable Development 2030,
while the weaknesses identified highlight areas that require increased attention and corrective
policies. Thus, this governance assessment serves as a foundation for a detailed examination
of Romania's main strategic objectives, providing the necessary context for understanding
the challenges and opportunities in achieving national targets.
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3 The main objectives of Romania's National Sustainable
Development Strategy 2030

Romania's National Sustainable Development Strategy 2030 has 17 objectives, as
follows, [9]:

“Life on land” — protect terrestrial ecosystems, forests, and biodiversity.
“Peace, justice, and strong institutions” — promote inclusive societies, the rule of
law, and accountable governance.

“Partnerships for the goals” — strengthen global and national cooperation to
achieve sustainable development.

» “No poverty” — eliminate extreme poverty and improve living conditions for
vulnerable groups.

» “Zero hunger” — ensure food security, better nutrition, and sustainable
agriculture.

» “Health and well-being” — promote healthy lifestyles, accessible healthcare, and
disease prevention.

»  “Quality education” — provide inclusive and equitable education and lifelong
learning opportunities.

» “Gender equality” — eliminate gender-based discrimination and empower
women and girls.

» “Clean water and sanitation” — guarantee universal access to safe water and
adequate sanitation services.

» “Affordable and clean energy” — expand access to reliable, sustainable, and
modern energy sources.

» “Decent work and economic growth” — create quality jobs and promote
sustainable economic development.

» “Industry, innovation, and infrastructure” — foster resilient infrastructure,
technological progress, and innovation.

» “Reduced inequalities” — address social, economic, and political disparities
within and between communities.

» “Sustainable cities and communities”— develop urban areas that are inclusive,
safe, resilient, and environmentally friendly.

» “Responsible consumption and production” — encourage efficient use of
resources and sustainable consumption patterns.

» “Climate action” — take urgent measures to combat climate change and its
impacts.

» “Life below water” — conserve and sustainably manage oceans, seas, and marine
resources.

>

>

>

The figure 2 presents a scheme of principle of the Sustainable Development Goals and
the link between them and certain specific standards.
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SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

Figure 2. Outline of the principle of the Sustainable Development Goals and the link between them
and certain specific standards

Figure 3a, 3b and table 1 shows the general trend of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) according to the 2030 national indicators for sustainable development.

General trend of
SDGs in Romania
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Figure 3a. The overall trend of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) according to the 2030
national indicators for sustainable development.
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Table 1. Targets of the Strategy for Sustainable Development of Romania

SDGs Progress Targets of the Strategy for Sustainable Development of Romania
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Figure 3b. The progress of SDGs
Overall preformance in relation to national indicators for sustainable development is

62,1%.
The main components and characteristics of some objectives are presented below.

Goal 3: Health and well-being
Enhancing services and ensuring access to high-quality healthcare are vital for building a
sustainable society focused on patients and prevention. It is necessary to establish a
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supportive framework that encourages healthy, proactive lifestyles, fosters social
engagement, and promotes both preventive care and medical education.

Efforts to improve population health and well-being must also address mental health
issues and disabilities. The strategy targets reductions in maternal and infant mortality rates,
lowers the prevalence of infectious and chronic diseases, and focuses on preventing and
treating substance abuse and mental health disorders.

Goal 7: Clean and affordable energy

Global energy demand continues to rise, and meeting the needs of both current and future
generations depends largely on improving efficiency and expanding the use of renewable
energy sources. The energy sector plays a crucial role in Romania’s development,
significantly impacting economic competitiveness, quality of life, and environmental health.

To sustainably meet consumer expectations over the long term, Romania’s energy
industry must become more economically resilient, technologically advanced, flexible, and
environmentally friendly.

4 Analysis of Objective 4 — Quality Education

Access to and participation in quality education are fundamental to the functioning of a
sustainable society. Education goes beyond mere preparation for the labor market; it is a
lifelong process that equips future generations to face emerging challenges by fostering
innovation, meritocracy, critical thinking, curiosity, ethical behavior, and empowerment.

This strategy focuses primarily on several key areas: ensuring all children have access to
early childhood education; providing equitable, high-quality primary and secondary
education that delivers meaningful outcomes; significantly increasing the number of young
people and adults with relevant professional skills; and promoting employment in decent jobs
and entrepreneurship. It also seeks to guarantee that every student gains the knowledge and
skills needed to advance sustainable development.

However, challenges remain, including low teacher salaries—partly addressed only in
2016-2017—and difficult working conditions, which affect education quality. Rural schools
face serious infrastructure problems: 38% lack indoor toilets, over 25% have no central
heating, 20% lack sanitary permits, 17% do not have authorized water supplies, and only
60% have libraries. Access for students with disabilities or special educational needs is
limited, requiring increased awareness and additional resources, especially in disadvantaged
areas. Moreover, Romania is among the first in the country, according to Eurostat, in terms

of school dropout rate, as shown in the figure 4.
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Figure 4. School dropout rate (2024)
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In this figure, it can be seen that the average school dropout rate at European level tends
towards 10%, while Romania recorded the highest school dropout rate in the EU in 2024.

Table 2 includes relevant indicators for Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 4 — Quality
education, comparing Romania's data with the European Union (EU-27) average.

Table 2: Romania vs. EU-27 for SDG 4 — Quality Education

Indicator Romania Media EU Source
School dropout rate | 16.8 9.4 Eurostat
Participation in | 18.6 22.4 Eurostat
tertiary education

These data highlight the significant gaps between Romania and the EU-27 average in the
field of education, highlighting the need for more effective education policies adapted to the
national context.

Sustainable development education is grounded in ethics and aims to cultivate skills that
encourage individuals to reflect on the social, cultural, economic, and environmental impacts
of their actions—both now and in the future. Integrating this into quality education and
lifelong learning is essential.

According Eurostat, Romania spends one of the lowest proportions of its national budget
on education in Europe—only 2.75% of GDP in 2014, increasing to 3.7% in 2016, still below
the European average of 4.7%. Higher education enjoys autonomy balanced by public
responsibility, equity policies, and adherence to ethical standards, and is structured around
bachelor’s, master’s, doctoral, postdoctoral, and continuous professional development
programs.

5 Conclusions

A sustainable society shapes its economic and social systems to preserve global natural
resources and life-support systems. In Romania, sustainable development reflects a balance
between individual aspirations, societal foundations, and the environment that enables self-
realization.

Sustainability governance in Romania has a combination of strengths and weaknesses: on
the one hand, alignment with European standards and the existing institutional framework
provides a solid foundation; On the other hand, lack of coordination, limited resources and
incomplete monitoring mechanisms affect the efficiency of implementation.

Facing 2l1st-century challenges—including globalization, growing inequalities, and
environmental degradation—requires a shift in Romania’s development approach.
Sustainable development offers the solution.

Alongside 192 other nations, Romania has committed to implementing the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development, which includes 17 Sustainable Development Goals and the
Addis Ababa Action Agenda. This global plan focuses on eradicating poverty, reducing
inequalities and social injustice, and protecting the planet by 2030. It is a comprehensive
vision for people, planet, and prosperity, aiming to foster security and freedom, ensuring that
no one is left behind.

This paper analyzed Romania's National Strategy for Sustainable Development 2030,
with a focus on the field of education, highlighting both the progress made and the remaining
challenges. The results show that, although Romania is aligned with European standards and
has developed an institutional framework for the implementation of the SDGs, there are
significant gaps, especially in terms of regional inequalities, access to quality education and
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inter-institutional coordination. Comparative data indicate that Romania remains below the
EU-27 average in key educational indicators, such as tertiary education graduation rate and
early school leaving rate.

The paper has certain limitations, related to the availability of complete statistical data
and the dependence on secondary sources, such as official reports and Eurostat publications.
These constraints affect the full understanding of long-term progress and the impact of local
policies on national objectives.

Future research directions could include:

Simulations of education policies to estimate the impact of different interventions on the
SDGs;

Qualitative and quantitative studies at local level to assess the effectiveness of the
implementation of the Strategy.

The original contribution of the paper consists in defining the conceptual framework of
the 5 Ps of Sustainable Development (People, Planet, Peace, Partnership, Prosperity), which
provides an integrative model for the analysis and evaluation of national strategies. This
framework not only synthesizes the multiple dimensions of sustainable development, but also
provides a unique perspective for optimizing public policies and increasing the efficiency of
the implementation of the National Strategy 2030.
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